IO4                     FRANCISCO    FRANCO
paigns. Franco came out not only unbowed but triumphant.
Genera! Sanjurjo commented that "Franquito," as he affec-
tionately called him, never failed in an enterprise which
he ordered and always accomplished that which he was
ordered to do, regardless of how great the obstacles might
be, no matter how bold an effort was necessary, and no
matter how difficult the undertaking.
His was a vocation entirely to his fancy. He had a will
that was accustomed and invulnerable to eclipses or misfor-
tunes, a temperament acclimatized to war, and an intense
patriotism.
On campaign Franco was never idle, not even on the
monotonous days of inactivity which invited rest and pleas-
ure in the refuge of the encampment or in the casino of the
city. He would spend the time watching from the ramparts
with the aid of his binoculars. Whenever possible he would
ride out on horseback to study the terrain. He would make
rough drafts and put to memory even the most minute
topographical detail which might be useful in the hour of
battle.
To this rigorous preparation must be attributed in great
part his military success. When he started a march he knew
exactly where he was going and where he must be cautious.
He knew the topographical conditions for defence and
offence. The soldiers followed him blindly because that study
made by the officer in command had been made for the sake
of all of them.
This is the source of the fame which surrounds him as a
saver of lives and a lucky soldier. The operations directed
by him were carried out with a minimum of casualties.
Franco knew that the secret of retaining the loyalty of his
soldiers was in their knowing that they were well officered
and that their leader valued the lives of his men as much as
he valued his "own life.